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Evolution and Practical Exploration of the Protection and Development
Concept of Chinese Traditional Villages

ZHANG Dayu
(Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Beijing 100044 )

Abstract: The concept of protecting and developing Chinese Traditional Villages originated from the
research on individual residential buildings in 1930 and 1940. Its evolution can be divided into five
stages: the rescue documentation period from 1930 to 1980, the initial development stage from 1980 to
2002, the comprehensive protection period from 2002 to 2012, the dynamic protection and inheritance
period from 2012 to 2017, and the new era led by national strategies since 2017. This process has
gradually deepened the academic understanding of the value of traditional villages, established the goal
of “people-centered” revitalization, and formed wmultiple exploration paths such as industrial
transformation, subject strengthening, and digital empowerment. Through a systematic review of
representative events, the research reveals the key breakthrough points in the protection and
development process. The “symbiotic philosophy” contained in traditional villages will further drive the
protection and development work towards an intrinsic development path, building a sustainable approach
that integrates culture, economy, and society, and thus leading the formation of a discourse system with
Chinese characteristics for rural civilization.
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significant villages
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